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forth : it was covered over with grafTgreen matter.,which foon 
drycd , aud left the ftone of a whitifh colour, as it is to be feen. 
It is but light in proportion to its bulk, weighing about 7 grains^ 
and 'tis much of the fbape of our ordinary horfe- beans. There 
are vifible impreffions upon it of fome Capillary and fmall veff- 
els , it was bred amongft. Laftly, it is fcabrous or rough, fand* 
like, although the fubftance is Tophaceous. 

The Accidents accompaning the working away of this Stone, 
(for the incifionwas meerly obftetrical,) and the placeofits 
birth give occafion to call the diftemper a Ranula. Yet in truth 
this was nothing elfe but one of thofe Tumours c&Wc&Atheromai 
and therefore we will name it lapis Atheromatis. 
An Extract of a Letter of the fame Mr. Lifter, written from York 

April 1 a. KJ72. concerning animated Horfe-hairsjrf&^wg* 

Vulgar Error, 
.Sir, 

Cannot difcover any thing new and rare in natural Philofo* 

phy,but I muft forthwith make you participate of my good 
fortune^ and I afiure you,the relation 5 I am about to make yon, 
is of a thing very furprifing. 

It hath been credibly reported, that Horfe hairs thrown into 
water will be animated ; and yet I fhall fhew you by an unquest- 
ionable obfervation.that fuch things as are vulgarly thought anf. 
mated Hairs are very Infe&s, nourifhed within the bodies of o- 
ther Iufefts,evcn as Ickneumones are within the bodies of Cater- 
pillars. 

I will premife the particulars concerning thisAnimaLas I find 
them colle&ed by the Induftry of Aldrovandus^ud fave you the 
trouble of that voluminous Author, 

This Infect ( faith he ) feeras to have been unknowo to the 
Ancients } as it is called by the moderns (eta aquatica or vermis 
fetariuf ychhct from the moft flender figure of the body 5 or be- 
caufeitis thought to be generated of anhorfe-hair putrifying 
in water.Thc Germans call them by a name rendred Vituli aqua, 
tui. 

It is bred in corrupt waters 5 perhaps of horfe-hair s for (faith 
Albertm upon his own frequent trial, as I find him quoted by 
Aldrovanduj,)thek hairs ,put intoftanding water,move and are 
inamaced,orj as he words it, vitam & ftiiitum accifiunt, 6 moven- 
ts 
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tur. Others have thought them to have their birth from weeds 
hanging down from the banks into ponds and fivers* Others 
from Locufts and Grafhoppers ( ex Bruchis ; ) which laft though 
it be near the matter, yet it is rejected by Aldrovandus himfelf , 
as the moft unlikely* 

They have been found in a cold and goodfpring, andelfe- 
where, (which is a wonder, faith Aldrovandus , ) upon a leafe in a 
Garden. And this, which was there found , was 5 or 6 fingers- 
breadth long; the thicknefs of a briftle Horfe hair, with a dusk- 
ifli back, and a white belly 5 and the tail on every fide white. 

1 faw ( faith Aldrovandus) a black one thicker than the whi* 
tifhone. Other Authors otherwife defcribe them,as Bertrutius y 
Albe.rtus&Ct Some affirming them to have been a cubit long 5 
others,two cubits, others, 9 inches long at theleaft: that they 
are white of colour,and fo hard as fcarce to be crufhed with ones 
foot : to be every where of the fame thicknefs .• that they move 
not as wormes move,but/n<*^?-/z^, and knit themfelves up into 
knots : that their skin is one continued thing without Incifuresj 
and therefore fome would exclude them from the infeft- kind ? 
that they have no head, but fwim both waies,and therefore may 
be called amphtfbana aquatica: that they are poyfon,drunk down 
into the ftomack, but not venom to the touch. 

And thus much out of Aldrovandus concerning the name of 
this Infect, the place of its birth and original, the place where 
they are to be found, its d efcription , different fpecies , nature, 
poyfon &c. 

Ourobfervation is this. April. 2. there was thrown up out 
of the ground of my Garden,in digging amongft other things of 
this nature , a certain cole- black Beetle of a midle fize, and flat 
fhape, and which I have obferved elfewhere common enough* 
Thefe Beetles I differed upon the account of fome curiofity , 
wherein lhadamindtofatisfymyfelf.But I wasfurprifed to find 
in their fwollen bellies of thefe Hainwormes , in fome three, in 
others but one only. Thefe particulars we carefully noted:!. 
That upon theincifion they crawl'd forth of themieJves.2. That 
putting them into water, they lived in it many daie\.and did feem 
to endeavour to efcape by lifting up their heads out of the wa- 
ter, and faftning them to the fide of the veffels } very plainly 
drawing the reft of their body forward. 3. That they cannot be 
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faidtobeamphi{l'<ena, but do move forward only by the head, 
which is fairly diftinguiihable from the tail by a notable black- 
neis^That the three,! took out of the body of one Beetle, were 
all of a dark hair.colour with whitim bellies, fomewhat thicker 
then hoggs briftles; but I took out of the body of another beetle 
one ihit was much thicker than the reft; much lighter coloured; 
and byraeafure juft five Inches and a half long 5 whereas all the 
reft did not exceed three inches three quarters. 
jinExtrabl of a letter, written March 5. 1672 % Dr. Thomas 
Corneiio.d Neapolitan Pkile(opber and 'Pbyjtcwn, to John Dod« 
ington Efquire, />/> Majefties .Refident ar Venice 5 concerning 
Jome Obfervations made of pet Jon t pretending to be flung by Taran- 
tula's : Envlijtid out of the Italian. 
S I R 

NOw the time approaches,that I may lend you fbme Taran* 
tnlas. Mean while I ftiall not omit to impart unto you, 
what was related to me, a few daies fince, by a judicious and un- 
prejudicateperfon, which is 5 That being in the Country of 0- 
tranto ( where thofe Infects are in great numbers , ) there was a 
man, who thinking himfelf ftungby ^Tarantula, fhew'd in his 
neck a fmall fpeck, about which sn a very fhort time there arofe 
fome pimples full of a ferous humour, andthat.in a few hours 
after,that poor man was forely afflicted with very violent fymp- 
loms, as Syncope's , very great agitations , giddines of the head 9 
and vomit -, but that without any inclination at all to dance , and 
without all defire of having any mufical inftruments 5 he mifera* 
bly dyed within two daies. 

The fameperfon affirm'd to me,that all thofe that think them, 
felves bitten by Tarantula's, (except fuch 5 as for fome ends fain 
themf elves to be fo,) are for the moft part young wanton girles, 
( whom the Italian writer calls Bold di (ale, ) who by fome par- 
ti cul a r indifpofition falling into thismelancholly madnefs, per- 
iwade themfelvesaccordingto the vulgar prejudice,to have been 
ftung by a Tarantula, And 1 remember to have obferved in Ca- 
labria fome women,who t'eifed on by fome fuch accidents were 
counted to be poffefs'd with the Divel j it being the common 
belief in that Province, that the greateft part of the evils 3 which 
afflict mankind, proceeds from evil Spirits. 

This brings to my mind a terrible evil, which often enough 
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